
 

Verderers of the New Forest 
TB Control Plan Amended February 2026 

 
THE LICENCE 

 
On the basis of the implementation of the TB Control Plan as outlined in this document, 
APHA (Animal and Plant Health Agency) has issued licences to allow for an exemption from 
pre-movement testing (PRMT) requirements for forest cattle movements on to and off the 
Forest for the next grazing year. 
 
These licences are issued to all common graziers, the nature of which are based on herd 
category as described later in this document, and as listed in the Verderers of the New 
Forest Marking Fee Register - i.e. for those cattle which have been marked by an Agister 
(Covid restrictions permitting) and for which a marking fee has been received by the 
Verderers. 
 

 
1. License dependent, this allows for daily and/or seasonal movements of cattle to and 

from the common grazing land of the New Forest and the home premises, without the 
need to test at every movement, providing that such movements are recorded and 
fully comply with the Verderers By-Laws and the criteria included in the TB Control 
Plan. 

 
2. During movements on and off the common grazing land, cattle moving under these 

licences must not be allowed to come into contact with any other cattle of a different 
health status. 

 
3. These licences are issued to the keeper. The Verderers of the New Forest, which is 

the owner of the TB Control Plan, have draft licenses representative of what each 
holding will receive. The keeper of the cattle being moved is responsible for 
compliance with the conditions of their licences and they may be amended, 
suspended or revoked, in writing, at any time. 

 
4. The keeper shall, on demand by a Veterinary Inspector, an Officer of the Department 

or by an Inspector of the Local Authority or by a member of a police force, furnish 
his/her name and address and shall produce a copy of their licence and allow it to be 
copied. 

 
5. This licence may not be used to move animals from premises subject to bovine TB 

restrictions or restricted for any other animal disease. 
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4. Holdings where the nearest point of land is more than one mile from the perambulation: 
 

No pre-movement testing exemption is possible for cattle on these holdings; they will be required 
to: 

 
a) Have an annual whole herd test during the winter period off the Forest. 

b) Have a valid pre-movement test for all movements on and off the Forest. 
 
 

c) For movements off the Forest, it will be acceptable to: 

i. A delayed pre-movement test on the home premises within 60 days, but the cattle must 
be kept isolated until a clear result is obtained. 

 
ii. Move directly from the Forest to slaughter without pre-movement testing. 

5. Holdings where the land is geographically within the perambulation, or is contiguous with 
it, but the occupiers do not turn out on to the Forest. Cattle on these holdings fall outside 
the scope of this plan and are subject to national rules regarding PRMT. 

 
 
 
 

General requirements for all holdings that graze the New Forest 
 

1. All cattle that graze the Forest must be from a premises whose current status is officially TB free. 
It should be noted that if a herd is not tested within the APHA scheduled window and the test 
becomes overdue then the herd loses its TB free status. 

 
2. Cattle that are within the Forest herd (including. Forest Bulls) must not be allowed to mix with 

cattle of a lower, or undetermined, disease status e.g. cattle that have been recently purchased 
and are awaiting post-movement testing. 

3. All cattle grazing the Forest must have a valid annual TB test carried out on their home premises 
during the defined winter period (1st October to 31st March) or have followed the testing and 
isolation requirements for joining the Forest herd. There is no exemption to this requirement. 

 
4. All Forest herds must have sufficient space available at their home holding to accommodate the 

entire Forest herd, isolated from any other cattle, to enable effective disease control in the event 
they can no longer graze on the common. 

 
 

Responsibilities of those grazing the Forest 
 

1. It is the responsibility of individual Commoners who have cattle to ensure that their cattle are 
correctly tested before turning out onto the Forest. 

2. All Holdings must hold a copy of their Annual TB52 form and supply the Verderers Office with a 
copy immediately after completion of their Annual Test. Failure to comply or to keep adequate 
records will result in immediate suspension of the pre-movement testing exemption for that 
Commoner. 

3. When being asked to mark cattle at the same time as the TB test, the Agister will, if at all possible, 
attend at the second visit to ensure that the test result is known. 
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The IR will then have to be retested at least 60 days after the initial IR test. If this second test is clear 
it must comply with resolved IR testing protocol of a negative gamma blood test before it can leave 
the home premises. 
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Transferring animals between Forest herds 
 

Animals which are being transferred to a herd with a different CPH number must be pre-movement 
tested. 

 
 

Calves 
 

Young calves have been shown to be able to transmit TB that is only detected months or years later. 
If a young calf is introduced to a cow who has maybe lost her own calf, and the calf came from 
outside the hard outer shell, even though it is under 42 days old, the calf and cow must be isolated 
on the holding with no contact with the Forest herd. Both must then be post movement tested more 
than 60 days after the calf arrived on the farm, before they are allowed to join the Forest herd. 

Calves over 42 days of age must be tested for TB in accordance with the plan. 

 
Amended 
15/08/2025 




