
Electric Bikes on the New Forest 

Official verderer, verderers, ladies and gentlemen.  I am the Chairman of the New Forest Equestrian 

Association- many of our members have been reporting incidents involving cyclists on the forest paths.  The 

Forest is already under pressure from visitor numbers (parking on the verges, barbeques, loose dogs), E-bikes 

would further threaten the fragile environment. The New Forest currently offers over 140 miles of approved 

cycle trails.  

Is the electric bike conducive to the quiet appreciation of nature?  The New Forest is promoted to improve the 

physical and mental wellbeing of users. The concept of going faster over longer distances is hardly in keeping 

with the appreciation of what the forest stands for, and the quiet peaceful enjoyment that most users seek.   

All e-bikes have a motor and are therefore classed as ‘motorised’.  To the untrained eye, they all look the same 

and currently contravene the byelaws.  They are faster and able to access more remote forest areas, without 

the full effort of cycling, the e-bike allows the rider far more freedom.  

Without any sort of control or enforcement of the current regulations, opening the Forest to these speed 

seekers, will accelerate the denigration of the forest fabric, presenting a danger to other users, the grazing 

livestock, and in particular ground nesting birds.  

Permitting Motorisation per se on the Forest is punching a hole in the legal armour of protection.  After E-bikes 

it is a small step then to ATV’s and scramble bikes, any form of motorisation should continue to be banned. 

The number of cyclists on the forest has increased dramatically, the biggest problem is the cyclist who 

traverses the forest on any path they can find, many have no idea that they should not be there, and most are 

dismissive of any challenge from other forest users.  

This has had an increasingly serious effect on both the tracks (damaged) and the risk to other forest users.  I 

have personally been involved in two incidents in the last few weeks. 10th October 3 cyclists were riding at 

speed from the forest, down a footpath on private land, dodging around a horse being led between fields, and 

throwing their bikes over the two gates encountered, to their van parked on the verge.  Aggressive when 

challenged.   

30th October Moyles Court Ford, I was riding at a walk, on the forest with a friend, in what is always a crowded 

area on a warm Saturday afternoon, a cyclist, without looking, came down a hill path from the forest, at speed, 

cannoning into my friend, knocking her and the horse down and into the road, my horse bolted in to oncoming 

traffic. The rider of the felled mare was badly bruised and shaken, the horse is still under veterinary care. We 

were wearing high viz, the cyclist came out of a heavily shaded area, dressed in black, on a black bike so quite 

invisible in terms of safety.   Sadly, these types on incidents are becoming all too frequent.  It will continue until 

some enforcement is carried out and the education of cyclists.  If either of these incidents had included an e-

bike, they could have proved much more serious. 

Rather than open the Forest to significantly more potential damage it would be prudent to find a solution to 

address the current problems and start to educate cyclists and enforce the byelaws before allowing free access 

to those with more powerful means of abusing this fragile environment at the expense of other users.  

I did originally put in rather a detailed description of the types of cycles, but they are both virtually identical to 

look at whether pedal assisted or ‘throttle’ activated, they boil down to the same principle of use. Given the 

lack of enforcement of ordinary bikes the distinction between these becomes immaterial to the damage on the 

forest and the very likely excuse of not knowing it was the ‘wrong sort of e-bike’!   


