
VERDERERS’ COURT 
19th May 2021 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & DECISONS 

 
CYCLING 
 
In his presentment in March, Mr Peter Rejchrt from Hyde raised concerns about the level of 
cycling off the permitted tracks in the north of the New Forest.  This presentment echoed some 
of the concerns expressed by the New Forest Equestrian Association in February.  The 
suggestions made by the NFEA will have been noted by Forestry England.  
 
The Verderers share and have often expressed those concerns, as recorded in our Minutes.  
We of course recognise the many benefits of cycling.  However, cyclists must respect the 
sensitive environment of the landscape and the lawful interests of other users of the Forest.  
This necessitates sticking to the permitted waymarked routes. 
 
RECREATIONAL PRESSURE 
 
Mr Ward, Chair of the Friends of the New Forest, highlights the impact of the uncontrolled and 
unmitigated growth of informal recreation.  Much has been done by many bodies within the 
Forest to try to educate visitors to the Forest, both local and from further afield, as to how best 
to treat and respect this wonderful environment, including the stock.  The Forest is a wonderful 
place to visit and enjoy.  Visitors do bring benefits such as the welcome economic benefit to 
the local economy.  However, that benefit comes at an increasingly heavy price both to the 
environment and workings of the rural economy.  If our visitors are to continue to enjoy the 
many benefits of visiting the Forest without causing harm, then the messages contained in, 
for example, the New Forest Code needs to be backed by a clear and easily enforceable set 
of rules to be respected by one and all. 
 
COMMONING AND THE PUBLIC 
 
The Ferrett family raise some useful points in their presentments. 
 
The Verderers continue to support the advice that cattle should be dehorned, save where 
horns are characteristic of the breed.  We do not agree that this advice should extend to all 
cattle. 
 
Whilst a proliferation of signage urbanises the Forest, the Verderers are supportive of some 
increase in signage in appropriate locations. 
 
Finally, the Verderers are clear that a stock proof fence is one that effectively keeps stock out.  
We continue to make that clear, as we always have done, to those who fail to ensure that their 
fencing is in sufficiently good condition to be stock proof.         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


