
DO NOT FEED THE PONIES 
Presentment by Gilly Jones, Commoner 
 
‘Good morning Official Verderer, Verderers,  
 
As you all know, I work hard on two sides.  To try and reduce the amount of animal accidents, 
and to stop the culture of petting and feeding stock.  As we all know, they go hand in hand.  
 
If we learned anything from last year (2020) we know when lockdown is lifted, the New Forest 
is going to get walloped.  I would ask the verderers to, in the next few days, ask all the agencies 
to get organised and get all the print work they need in place before Easter.  Be that copies of 
the New Forest Code, to, as a minimum size A3 posters {Corex or permanent) signage. 
 
I have talked today to the owner of the pony who was photographed choking after eating 
carrots.  That pony passed away two days later.  She is not the only one, and we have to think 
about the ones who are not found, and go off to die.   
 
The 'Don't feed the ponies/ donkeys' is key, be that to locals or visitors. 
 
Social media works to a degree, but I think it's gotten to the stage to say NO or DON'T.  It is 
difficult for me, as I have a good working relationship with the NPA and FE, but I am only me.  
Most people I know back the idea, but they are not quite so vocal.  
 
We are at a turning point, unless someone in officialdom stands up and says no to the fluffy 
'Come to the Forest and do what you want' messages we, will lose the Forest as it is.  There 
will be more cases of children/adults being hurt by stock.  I fail to see why we shouldn't say 
NO.  We used to do it and have a penalty.  The Verderers byelaws 3.1.1, 3.1.2, 3.1.5, 11.1 in 
my mind, cover all this.  Who is being lead by who now?  
 
There is a massive requirement for education, from the moment you cross a cattle grid, to 
every pub, B&B or shop.  Either the information is not getting to them, or the will to get it to 
them is lacking.  I try as hard as I can, but without the leaflets etc., I cannot cover everywhere.  
I know that some think that everything should be on websites etc., but with the blackspots we 
have within the Forest, that's not the best idea.  We need this now, not in the normal 3-year 
time frame. 
 
Education is the key and we all have to work together.  The CDA has put some members 
through engagement training, only to be stymied by FE, who will not let them put a horse trailer 
in car parks in high footfall areas.  
 
I ask the Verderers to take the lead on this, and get everyone to be ready for the influx and 
support anyone, whether that is someone going solo to other agencies who are willing to work 
to support the Rangers.  
 
I will carry on doing what I'm doing, but would love some official support from the Verderers 
and once that happens, I know others will follow. 
 


