
HATCHET POND 
Presentment by Mrs Alison Bolton 
 
There has been heavy over-use of Hatchet Pond with consequent damage, pollution and 
litter for many years, made much worse in 2020 with the huge numbers of extra visitors 
which have been a problem throughout the Forest. Below are some issues which I feel need 
to be addressed at Hatchet Pond.   
 
1. The destruction of the fabric of the Forest for any reason needs to be carefully assessed. 
 
2. As the existing car park and track have already been trashed, covering them with what 

little soil there is from the proposed new car park will have little effect on the ecology.  
 
3. The higher site of the new car park will be an absolute eye sore at this very picturesque 

pond. The careful siting of car parks within old gravel workings was one        of the better 
decisions of the Forestry Commission years ago when the car parks were first 
constructed. 

 
4. Being so much closer to the road will cause more congestion at the entrance and there is 

still nothing to prevent overflow cars from parking along both access        roads as they 
have been doing throughout this year.  

 
5. From this proposed new position I think there will be far more spread towards the N.W. 

end of the pond which is much richer ecologically, and more fragile, than the E. edge. 
 
6. At present the pondside parking is valued by car bound/disabled people and there is no 

reason why more able bodied people will not still use it heavily for picnicking without the 
benefit to the less mobile. 

 
7. It was essential to remove the existing WC block which was in an appalling state and 

was probably leaking beneath the car park into the pond. However, in a popular area 
without toilet facilities, the suggestion that visitors should travel to Beaulieu or 
Brockenhurst, which are equally crowded, to relieve themselves is not practical.  Could 
not a few hygienic and vandal proof units replace the previous facilities, screened within 
the pit as before?  

 
8. Removal of the ice cream van is to be applauded.  
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