
Enjoy the N
ew

 Forest
W

illiam
 the C

onqueror set aside the forest for hunting

over 900 years ago. C
enturies of grazing by ponies,

cattle and deer com
bined w

ith forestry, have shaped

the landscape into w
hat you see today. The N

ew

Forest is a nature conservation area w
ith m

any rare

habitats and w
ildlife species.

The N
ew

 Forest is a w
onderful place to cycle. O

ver

100 m
iles of surfaced tracks, especially w

ay-m
arked

for cycling, guide you through m
ature w

oodlands or

alongside the O
pen Forest. E

njoy the shade of the

Inclosures or the lovely heathland vistas w
ith copses of

trees, yellow
 flow

ering gorse and sight of the fam
ous

forest ponies.  

W
hether you are out to take exercise and im

prove your

fitness, or you sim
ply w

ant to potter along w
ith your

fam
ily and take in the sights, the N

ew
 Forest has

som
ething for everyone.

H
elp

 us to
 keep

 th
e N

ew
 Fo

rest a sp
ecial p

lace.

W
heel Follow

 the C
od

e
E

ach year, thousands of cyclists enjoy the beauty of the
N

ew
 Forest. W

e w
ant to protect the landscape and

ensure that it rem
ains beautiful and safe for everyone

w
ho visits. B

y follow
ing this code, you w

ill enjoy yourself
and allow

 other people to enjoy their activities too.
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It is against the byelaw
s to cycle off these approved routes.

D
isturb

ance to
 w

ild
life

- w
ild anim

als can be startled by
the sudden appearance of bikes. G

round nesting birds
m

ay be frightened off their nests and not return.

D
isturb

ance to
 co

m
m

o
ners’ sto

ck
- the ponies and

cattle in the forest are ow
ned by the local com

m
oners

but are w
ild, and should be left alone.

D
isturb

ance to
 o

th
er users

- w
alkers and horse riders

have the legal right to go anyw
here in the forest. They do

not expect to m
eet cyclists off the w

ay-m
arked routes.

Lo
calised

 ero
sio

n
- m

any w
heels can churn up soft

paths, create w
ater channels and cause soil erosion.
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C
ycle C

ode

1
K

eep to the w
ay-m

arked gravel tracks
w

hen cycling in the forest.
S

low
 dow

n and call out a w
arning w

hen
approaching other forest users. B

e courteous
and friendly.

2

3

D
o not startle ponies, cattle or w

ildlife.
G

o slow
ly and give them

 space.
4

5

8
U

se the m
ap, and plan to be out of the

forest by dusk.
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yFor further inform
ation please contact:

Th
e R

ang
ers

Fo
restry C

o
m

m
issio

n
Th

e Q
ueen’s H

o
use

Lynd
h

urst
H

am
p

sh
ire  S

O
43 7N

H

Tel: 023 8028 3141
Fax: 023 8028 3929
E

m
ail: new

.fo
rest.rang

ers@
fo

restry.g
si.g

o
v.uk

W
eb

site: w
w

w
.fo

restry.g
o

v.uk/new
fo

rest

C
ycle N

etw
ork

There are over 100 m
iles of approved cycle routes across

the forest. These follow
 w

ell-defined tracks, old railw
ay

lines, and m
inor roads. The netw

ork is easily
accessible from

 the railw
ay stations at A

shurst,
B

rockenhurst and S
w

ay. A
ll routes are clearly

show
n on the m

ap overleaf.

R
em

em
b

er th
at lo

cal b
yelaw

s ap
p

ly 
in th

e N
ew

 Fo
rest

B
e safe - alw

ays w
ear a h

elm
et

O
N

LY
 £

1

O
n yo

ur visit to
 th

e area p
lease...

R
ecreation Sites

1.B
O

LD
ERW

O
O

D

B
olderw

ood is easy to reach via the large m
arker posts from

forest villages. It is a great place for a picnic during a day’s
cycling. A

 large view
ing platform

 overlooks protected fields
w

here w
ild herds of fallow

 deer can be seen. D
uring the

sum
m

er the deer are fed at 2pm
 each day, giving visitors the

opportunity to observe these secretive m
am

m
als m

ore
closely. A

n inform
ation unit is located here during the school

holidays and w
eekends from

 E
aster until the end of O

ctober.

2.R
EPTILE C

EN
TR

E

The place to visit to discover m
ore about B

ritish reptiles and
am

phibians, and their conservation in the N
ew

 Forest. O
pen

from
 E

aster until O
ctober, special pens give you the chance

to see these rare and reclusive creatures.

3.B
LA

C
K

W
A

TER

This area is located w
ithin the m

ajestic D
ouglas firs and

redw
oods of the R

hinefield O
rnam

ental D
rive. S

troll through
the nationally im

portant collection of trees in the B
lackw

ater
A

rboretum
, w

alk along the Tall Trees Trail, or picnic in one of
the lovely glades.

4.W
H

ITEFIELD
 M

O
O

R

If you are looking for som
ew

here to picnic or play gam
es, this

extensive sunny site is ideal. There are also easy w
alks along

the nearby O
ber W

ater. P
lease do not scare, touch or feed the

ponies and cattle, w
hich often graze this grassy law

n.

5.W
ILV

ER
LEY

 PLA
IN

 A
N

D
 IN

C
LO

SU
R

E

D
uring W

orld W
ar II, W

ilverley P
lain w

as ploughed and sow
n

w
ith m

uch needed crops. Today this extensive grassy law
n

provides valuable grazing for ponies as w
ell as offering an

ideal area for having a picnic or playing gam
es. There is easy

access into the adjoining w
oodland w

ith w
ay-m

arked trails.

6.H
A

TC
H

ET PO
N

D

This is the largest body of w
ater in the forest. C

reated in the
18th C

entury to provide pow
er for an iron m

ill, today the pond
provides valuable w

ildlife habitats as w
ell as a scenic

backdrop for a picnic or w
ildlife w

atching.

B
EA

U
LIEU

A
 charm

ing village, partly surrounded by w
oodland and set

in the B
eaulieu R

iver valley. The fam
ous B

eaulieu E
state

contains a ruined 13th C
entury A

bbey, P
alace H

ouse and
the renow

ned N
ational M

otor M
useum

. The nearby ship
building village of B

ucklers H
ard is also w

ell w
orth a visit.

B
R

O
C

K
EN

H
U

R
ST

In the heart of the N
ew

 Forest, this village is set am
idst

som
e of the loveliest scenery in the area. The forest ponies,

donkeys and cattle often visit the m
ain street and graze on

the village green. N
ew

 P
ark, to the north of the village, is

the site of the annual N
ew

 Forest S
how

 and B
rockenhurst

churchyard contains w
hat is believed to be the oldest tree

in the forest, a 1000 year old yew
. A

t the w
est end of

B
rookley R

oad, the m
ain shopping street, there is a w

ide
ford know

n as the W
atersplash.

B
U

R
LEY

A
n attractive and w

ell-know
n N

ew
 Forest village set in

horse-riding country, w
ith several stables. O

utside the
village, m

iles of open heathland provide good w
alking and

riding. B
urley w

as a fam
ous centre for sm

uggling and is
renow

ned for its association w
ith w

itches, both ancient and
m

odern.

Tow
ns and

 V
illages

LY
N

D
H

U
R

ST
In the heart of the N

ew
 Forest, surrounded by both heath

and forest, Lyndhurst developed into a sm
all rural village in

the 19th C
entury. The 14th C

entury Verderers’ H
all still

stands in The Q
ueen’s H

ouse, a form
er R

oyal H
unting

Lodge. Lyndhurst is hom
e to the N

ew
 Forest M

useum
 and

V
isitor Inform

ation C
entre (open all year).

FR
ITH

A
M

A
 sm

all village in the north of the forest, w
ith its fam

ous
R

oyal O
ak inn w

here sm
ugglers are reputed to have

gathered in the 1700s. N
orth w

est of the village is the
beautiful E

yew
orth P

ond.

PO
N

IES
The N

ew
 Forest ponies are w

ild and should be left alone.
They can bite or kick unexpectedly and feeding
encourages them

 to com
e near people, roads and traffic.

This can result in accidents and anim
al deaths.

C
Y

C
LIN

G
 IN

 TH
E N

EW
 FO

R
EST 

The N
ew

 Forest cycle netw
ork has been developed by the

Forestry C
om

m
ission in partnership w

ith H
am

pshire
C

ounty C
ouncil and N

ew
Forest D

istrict C
ouncil. This

form
s part of a developing N

ew
 Forest Transport S

trategy.
These routes are approved by the Verderers.

G
U

A
R

D
.........ag

ainst all risk o
f fire

P
R

O
TE

C
T

...trees, p
lants and

 w
ild

life

LE
A

V
E

..........th
ing

s as yo
u find

 th
em

TA
K

E
.............no

th
ing

 aw
ay excep

t yo
ur litter
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Thousands of cyclists use the forest responsibly.
D

o not be the one w
ho gives them

 a bad nam
e.

B
B

Q

B
B

Q
H

IR
E

B
B

Q
H

IR
E

Take extra care w
hen nearing horse riders.

W
hen in a group, all cyclists should pass the

horse on the sam
e side.

K
eep w

ell aw
ay from

 any w
ork

going on in the forest.
6

7
D

o not pass any vehicle loading tim
ber until

you have been told it is safe to do so.

D
isp

o
sab

le b
arb

ecues can o
nly b

e used
 at 

B
lackw

ater and
 B

o
ld

erw
o

o
d

There are secure w
ooden locking posts for cycles at Lyndhurst,

B
lackw

ater, B
olderw

ood, W
ilverley and at W

hitefield M
oor.

Th
is co

d
e h

as b
een co

m
p

iled
 b

y a fo
rum

o
f lo

cal p
eo

p
le, rep

resenting
 b

o
th

co
nservatio

n and
 recreatio

n interests,
und

er E
U

 Interreg
 IIIB

 fund
ing

.

Putting the Forest First

O
th

er co
d

es th
at yo

u m
ay find

 useful:

• O
ut and A

bout in the N
ew

 Forest

• H
orse R

iding in the N
ew

 Forest

• D
og W

alking in the N
ew

 Forest

A
void causing obstructions - do not ride m

ore
than tw

o abreast. A
lw

ays ride in single file on
narrow

 roads.

7.K
N

IG
H

TW
O

O
D

 O
A

K

From
 this car park a w

ay-m
arked trail leads you across the

road to one of the m
ost fam

ous N
ew

 Forest trees. B
elieved

to have been planted before 1600, the K
nightw

ood O
ak is

still going strong and is a spectacular exam
ple of the

ancient practice of pollarding.

8.A
N

D
ERW

O
O

D

N
estled in the trees, this shady car park is the perfect spot

to enjoy a relaxing picnic w
hilst taking in the sights and

sounds of the surrounding w
oodland.
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